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The Santa Cruz County Opioid Problem
Deaths by Cause (1999 – 2007)

(National Center for Health Statistics, CDC. National Vital
Statistics Reports Deaths: Final Data for 1999 to 2007.)

(2013 Reports from
113 selected causes.)

http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/epidemic/providers.html

The national epidemic of prescription opioid overuse has
led to the deaths of over 16,000 Americans in 2013, and
over 7,400 Californians in the last five years. Santa Cruz
County has one of the highest rates of prescription opioid
deaths in California. In the Bay Area and in the Medi-Cal
health plan region, only San Francisco County has a higher
rate. In 2014, there were 58 overdose deaths in the
County, 54% of which were due to prescription drugs.
According to the CDC, overdose deaths have also
quadrupled since 1999, and drugs now cause more deaths
in the United States than motor vehicle crashes.
Year

Deaths

2009 27
2010 27
2011 44
2012 26
2013 27
2014 47
2015 35+
(California Dept. of Public
Health, Santa Cruz County
Health Services Agency)
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Community Prevention Partners
(CPP) found that many people
are unaware of how dangerous
their prescription drugs can be.
Homes of friends and family are
among the places youth are
most likely to obtain
prescription medicines not
prescribed to them (Seven
Challenges 2012-2014). CPP
suggests that opioid
medications should be disposed
of appropriately at drug takeback locations.
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The epidemic of opioid overuse in our
community has brought together a
coalition for opioid safety that includes
primary care and ED healthcare providers,
community educators, and substance use
disorder services, among others. This
coalition has formed to coordinate efforts
across sectors to reduce opioid misuse and
overdose related deaths and to limit nontherapeutic access to opioids. We
recognize that opioid overuse is a
community-wide problem, and must
therefore be addressed collaboratively.

Drug overdose is not only a danger to
youth; it commonly happens accidentally to
older individuals on high doses of opiate
medications.
According to a 2013 CAP survey data, the
number of respondents who reported using
a prescription medication without a
prescription rose from 2.2% in 2011 to 2.8%
in 2013.
Of higher risk Seven Challenges students,
7% first used prescription drugs not
prescribed to them as early as 11 years old,
and 20% reported first use in high school.
Of these students, 24% believe that using
prescription drugs not prescribed to them
does not pose moderate to great risk.
(Seven Challenges Survey Data 2012-2014)

